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1. Q. How are accommodations at Stonehill different from those I received in high school?

A. In contrast to high school, by law, it is the student’s responsibility to disclose his or her disability and request accommodations.  Students are required to submit documentation supporting their disability and the accommodations requested (Please review Disability Documentation Guidelines prior to submitting documentation).   Requested accommodations may not fundamentally alter key requirements of the curriculum. 


Stonehill College provides accommodations under the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (504).  While acts apply to high school, neither act requires colleges to provide accommodations that fundamentally alter the essential requirements of a course, change the core curriculum of an academic program, or provide assistance that is considered to be “personal” in nature. Therefore, some accommodations provided to you in high school may not be provided in college.  For a good explanation of some of these differences see the U.S. Department of Education’s “Transition of Students with Disabilities to Postsecondary Education” available online at http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/transitionguide.html.

In many cases you may have had an Individualized Education Program (IEP) in high school.  An IEP is a function of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a special education statute that applies to K-12 schools. The IDEA does not apply to colleges. Thus, while your IEP may be helpful in establishing a history of using accommodations it does not meet the documentation requirements at Stonehill.

2. Q. I chose not to seek accommodations; then, I failed a test and decided I would like to receive accommodations. What do I do?

A. While accommodations are not retroactive, if, at any point during the semester, you want to self-disclose your disability and seek accommodations, you may do so.  In order to receive accommodations, you must make an appointment with the Office of Disability Services and submit documentation regarding your disability. Please review documentation guidelines prior to sending documentation.  Documentation should be submitted prior to your intake appointment. Your documentation will be reviewed and we will discuss accommodation needs with you. 


3. Q. Because of my disability, I plan to request a single room at Stonehill.  Will I get a single room?

A. Stonehill’s student housing is primarily designed to house two students per bedroom.  Some of our residence halls do offer a limited number of single rooms.  As with all accommodation requests at Stonehill, qualification for a single residence hall room will be evaluated on an individualized basis.   Stonehill has designed its residential program on the premise that a vibrant, social residence hall environment is fundamental to living and learning at Stonehill.  As such, the request for a single room is utilized as an accommodation only when no other reasonable accommodation would allow a student to participate in our residential program as it is designed.


4. Q. Will my request for a single room be granted if I…
· Need a quiet place to study
· Have chronic headaches
· Have a seizure disorder
· Have social anxiety or other mental health needs
· Use a service animal
· Have a personal care attendant
A.  Accommodations are determined case-by-case based on the documentation and the nature of the disability.  As such, we can’t predict what accommodations will be granted as each person’s situation is different; even people with similar diagnoses may need different accommodations.   

In all cases, a determination of eligibility for accommodations is dependent upon the documentation supporting a significant limitation in a major life activity. The documentation must support the requested accommodation. If the documentation is: incomplete, does not support the requests, or another reasonable accommodation makes more sense, Stonehill will not grant a single room as the accommodation.  As previously noted in question 3, Stonehill has designed its residential program on the premise that a vibrant, social residence hall environment is fundamental to living and learning at Stonehill.  As such, the request for a single room is utilized as an accommodation only when no other reasonable accommodation would allow a student to participate in our residential program as it is designed.

5. Q.  If I go through the accommodation process will I be guaranteed the academic and housing accommodations I request?

A.   No.  The College cannot guarantee that your requests will be granted.  Each request will be evaluated individually based on your disability, and the College will make an independent determination based on our programs, their requirements, and the reasonableness of the request.  The College will work with you to provide accommodations that will give you equal opportunity to be successful.


6. Q. Will the College have expertise in my disability and understand what accommodations I need?

A. The training and backgrounds of our professional staff are very diverse.  Some have specific training in certain disability areas, such as: learning disabilities, cognitive disorders, mental health disorders or physical disabilities. Others staff members may have a generalist background in such fields as: counseling, special education, or social work to name a few.   When evaluating documentation that you provide, or when speaking (with your permission) to your medical health professionals, the College will utilize the expertise of its staff.  However, when necessary, the College may engage outside medical professionals to assist with the process.
7. Q. If I have nutritional or diet needs, will reasonable accommodations be considered? 
A. Yes.  The College will consider any reasonable accommodation you request provided it is supported by appropriate documentation.  In our experience, the College’s existing residential program provides enough flexibility to meet your nutritional or diet needs.  Additionally, the College provides access to nutritional and wellness experts and a dietician to assist you.  If accommodations beyond what is already available to all students are required, the student is encouraged to participate within the accommodations process.  

8.  Q. Do housing accommodation requests need to be submitted annually?
A. Yes.  Returning students wishing to make requests for the next academic year must submit their requests in accordance with the timeline established through the annual housing lottery process.  Typically, this deadline is February 15th.  New and incoming students must submit their requests by June 15th.  Students who are seeking housing accommodations for the Spring semester must submit their requests by December 1st.  Students seeking accommodations for the Summer must submit their requests by May 1st.
