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Mere than 100 years after iis installation on the
grounds af what is now the sile- of Stonehill College’s.

building and groungs department, one of the approxi-

mately 3,000 Haward stesple clocks- ever made still-

rings loud and clear every fifteen minutes;

The site- was forizerly the Clock Farm of the
Ames Estate, where horses and’ Guernsey cows. were
bred.. The sieepie’ ciock was installed in 1870 and

served to sumpon the farmhands working on the &0

‘acres of fiélds. At that time; this land off of Route 138
in Easton was considered part of East Stotighton.

On Oct. 53, 1978, Stanehill accepted rolghly 30
acres of the land as a Eift from David Ames, the
reigning patriarch of the’ Ames Kstate. The éollege
purchased the other 38 acres ffom a separate owner..

In 1980, the eollege called- in: Vincent Maek, a.

woogshoh teachar at Oliver. Ames ‘High School and
veteran cluckmaker, to repair the elock, The clock

had nat besn working siree the. mid-1850s, and Mack'

had to do extensive work to restore it to proper work-

‘ing order.

1 took the whiole clack apart, cleaned.it and re-
placed it 1 had to repair the three winding shafts that
were baiily bent,” s2id Mack:

The clock” hau other prohlems as weIl inciuding
those caused by birds that had nested armmd the

steeple bell.

Storiehil] joins Yale University and Brown Uni-

‘versity as instifutions of. higher education in New
Ergland that. possess Howard steeple ‘clocks. The

inaker, Howard Cloek Co., originated in Roxbury in
1842 51d is now based in Waltham. The company
stopped making tower clocks neatly 20 years ago. In

1ts zarly days; the csmpa.nv was one of the tup tower

clock manufacturers in the wotld. There are other ac-

tive Howaré sieeple clocks in New . .Engiand, and

many Howard tower clocks [nroughout the country.
Japav, and Ausirsliz-alse Eave active tower clocks.
“The clock ab Stonekill operates with very little
maintenance. It is crank-wound every four or five
days, primarily by Vasce Amerim, ‘maintenance ‘su-
perviser of buildings and’ grounds.. Minor replace-

ments are na&e aeeasionally, such.as replacing the:

ring fnat aolds the pendulum in giace, The hands on

onesile af tie, fovis-faced clnck are not workmg at the-

roment,-bet i is basically functioning weil..
There are three separate cables connected iothe

Bell, Wwith adjusiments

mibutes afier the the hour, fwe vings on the half hour,

thrae rings at 43 mindtes affer the hour. and four

cated seme 21] fget from the top of the inside of the
steepié. A pendulbm with .z 15-pound ball at its bot-
tam moves the gears. Theré are thiee separate sets

oo v.e;gh.s fér the hour, haif-hour, and quarter-hour
" strikes.
*. "We plan to rrammm the ‘cleck and keep up its.
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The Howard steeple clock, above, was instalied Tn
1870 on the Clack Farm bullding, below, of the Ames

Estate I Easton. (Phoios hy. Stcnlw A, Baisman) |




